
Foundational Core 

What is the purpose of higher education?  Although mastery of a particular subject matter and the ability to be competitive on the job market are part of 

the answer, at Taylor University we believe the ultimate purpose of higher education is the cultivation of wisdom as we grow in right relationships with God, 

others, self, and creation.  In particular, our promotion of the Christian liberal arts through a robust foundational core curriculum underscores our 

commitment to developing servant-leaders who enter the world ready to live lives devoted to cultivating godly wisdom. 

Our foundational core curriculum connects to the Anchor Points framework for defining the foundational principles of Taylor University.1  

Biblically Anchored—“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom” (Prov. 1:7).  At Taylor, God’s Word is the foundation of our knowledge in all 

disciplines. 

Christ-Centered—The life, death, and resurrection of Christ inform our study of every academic field.  All of our understanding is anchored in “Christ, in 

whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Col. 2:2-3).  Jesus himself is “the wisdom of God” (1 Cor. 1:24). 

Liberal Arts Grounded—Taylor remains committed to an engaging and dynamic Christian liberal arts education.  Taylor’s liberal arts based curriculum equips 

students to see God more clearly and to understand His presence and truth more fully through the lenses provided by disciplines in the humanities, arts, 

and sciences (social and natural): “The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof” (Ps. 24:1). 

Faith and Learning Integrated—We believe that our faith should be a part of every academic discipline—and that every academic discipline helps us sharpen 

our faith.  As the Dutch theologian Abraham Kuyper put it, “there is not a square inch in the whole domain of our human existence over which Christ, who 

is sovereign over all, does not cry, “mine!’”  A Christian view of a liberal arts education understands that the pursuit of wisdom is the pursuit of God in 

connection to all things. 

Whole Person Focused—Historic Christianity affirms the importance of mind, body, and spirit.  The foundational core equips students to love God more 

completely with every part of their being (Lk. 10:27), enjoy “life to the full” (Jn. 10:10), and cultivate wisdom in all dimensions of life. 

World Engaging—The foundational core broadens students’ horizons by exposing them to the larger world.  When we engage with traditions not our own, 

we sharpen others, are sharpened by them (Prov. 27:17), and grow in wisdom. 

Servant-Leader Motivated—Although our Lord calls some of our graduates to positions of authority and influence, we are reminded that “whoever would 

be great among you must be your servant” (Mt. 20:26).  At its best, Taylor’s foundational core curriculum should inculcate a wisdom born of humility and 

service. 

We believe the foundational core equips our students to become thoughtful Christian citizens committed to growing in wisdom throughout their lives.  

Robust engagement with the Christian liberal arts is one of the academic ways that Taylor University “develop[s] servant-leaders marked with a passion to 

minister Christ’s redemptive love, grace, and truth to a world in need.” 

A final word: we understand that if Jesus Christ is the Wisdom of God, who became human that we might know God, then Wisdom is pursuing us.  Our 

pursuit of wisdom is always dependent on a willing participation in the patient pursuing work of the Spirit of God. This means at Taylor that we see God—

not human beings—as the primary educator and motivator of education.  
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Seven Objectives for the Foundational Core Curriculum 

1. Aesthetic Literacy

Aesthetic literacy entails the capacity to effectively engage the arts (which include literature, music, architecture, and the visual, performing, and media arts) and the

aesthetic dimensions found in natural phenomena and to comprehend the ways in which they contribute to culture and human flourishing. It requires a grasp of the

distinctive nature of the relationship between form and meaning found in works of art and the knowledge of the critical frameworks relevant to their understanding.

Aesthetic literacy enables students to recognize and develop their gifts as humans who share the image of a creative God. It invests them with the ability to engage

works of art and aesthetic form in diverse contexts with discernment in order to foster a way of life that is both vibrant and in keeping with God’s purposes.

Outcomes 

1. Students will identify the distinctive characteristics of a variety of the arts, artists, styles, cultures, and historical periods.

2. Students will explain how values and meaning are embedded in artistic form and design by using appropriate methods to evaluate and discern worth and ethical

implications in historical and current art practice.

3. Students will explore their own creative potential as both participants and observers, enabling future involvement with the arts.

2. Civic Mindedness

Civic mindedness involves an understanding of ideals and practices of citizenship critical to full participation in a democratic society. Greater global interdependence,

illustrated by the volume of international news, communication, trade, and travel, requires more awareness of a variety of social, political, and economic systems

throughout the world. Informed citizens need to have a systematic knowledge of the structure and processes of economic, political, and social systems, as applicable

in a local, national, or international context. Civic mindedness entails citizens valuing knowledgeable participation in the public forum for the public good.

Outcomes 

1. Students will acquire knowledge of political and economic systems, and of diverse cultures and subcultures to understand current events and to have an informed

opinion of these issues.

2. Students will assess, analyze, and knowledgeably participate in public discourse.

3. Students will respect and evaluate diverse opinions related to local, national, and international issues.

4. As a portion of their Christian responsibility, students will participate in local, national, and international institutions and civic organizations in order to fulfill

God’s mandate to be salt and light to the world.

3. Communication Fluency

Effective communication involves an awareness of rhetorical strategies and practices essential to conveying understanding in public and private discourse. Such

communication requires that issues and ideas be examined from a variety of oral and written perspectives and contexts. Communication fluency is evidenced by

proficiency in analyzing and applying audience-specific, message-specific, context-specific, and medium-specific factors in the formulation of meaning.

Outcomes 

1. Students will investigate and gain knowledge of media literacy, including the development of research techniques and critical reading strategies, to incorporate

selected sources into their own work.

2. Students will analyze rhetorical models, and respond to ideas using appropriate patterns of reasoning, supportive evidence, and appropriate evaluative standards.

3. Students will apply oral and written language usage and media selection appropriate to particular rhetorical situations and particular audiences.

4. Critical Thinking and Information Literacy

Strong critical thinkers have the ability to access, identify, evaluate, and analyze information, concepts, assumptions, and perspectives toward the end of discovering

truth and achieving relevant results. Critical thinking also requires the ability to determine the quality and the extent of information for the discovery of knowledge

within a variety of academic disciplines. These skills enable students to form scholarly, sophisticated, and ethical considerations marked by integrity, fairness, empathy

for others’ perspectives, and openness to self-criticism. Additionally, advancing critical thinking and research skills better enables students to make informed

contributions to society and scholarly conversations using diverse forms of media.

Outcomes 

1. Students will analyze an event, argument, or problem using appropriate evidence and reasoned judgments.

2. Students will evaluate and synthesize information from diverse resources to reach an informed conclusion.

3. Students will identify and assess their own and others’ biases and values.

4. Students will apply new and prior information to a specific purpose, problem, or research question.

5. Quantitative and Scientific Literacy

Quantitative and scientific literacy involves theoretical, experimental, observational, and computational exploration in the context of collaboration; this entails

problem solving in teams and communicating the results in a clear and logical way. Quantitative and scientific literacy enables students to explore God’s creation,

investigate contemporary human challenges, and use technology thoughtfully in the context of human interaction. Wise and ethical decisions that demonstrate

effective stewardship of our God-given resources are the hallmark of quantitative and scientific literacy.

Outcomes 

1. Students will apply quantitative and scientific models to solve real-world problems.

2. Students will clearly communicate quantitative and scientific results using words, tables, graphs, and other formats as appropriate for the intended audience.

3. Students will articulate the value of natural science, mathematics, and computational technology as a means of understanding their world.

4. Students will identify, and explain, the importance of the ethical uses of science and technology in their everyday lives.

6. Responsible Stewardship

Stewardship entails respect of and responsible oversight for that which belongs to another. Christian stewardship recognizes God as Creator and Owner of all

things and Endower of our skills, abilities, talents, and resources. The response of the believer should be to manage purposefully all spiritual, intellectual, natural,

personal, economic, technological, and physical resources provided by God with individual and social responsibility. This responsibility involves acknowledging the

costs and benefits of such stewardship. As the intended caretaker, humankind is commissioned to devise and employ strategies to care for God’s creation.

Responsible stewardship also includes using one’s body, time, talents, and personal resources in a God-honoring manner in one’s vocation and personal ministry to

others; one’s physical, social, and spiritual wellbeing; and one’s service to Him and to others in the world in which we live.
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Outcomes  

1. Students will explain the scope of responsible Christian stewardship for all that God has created.  

2. Students will demonstrate responsible use of their minds, bodies, abilities, and resources.  

3. Students will identify the costs and benefits involved in the wise, responsible, moderate, and sustainable use of their resources.  

4. Students will practice wise stewardship of creation in their personal lives, vocations and ministries in their communities and the world to honor God and to 

serve others.  

 

7. Spiritual Maturity  

Spiritual maturity is the mark of a vibrant, personalized, growing faith in Jesus Christ. Students who are spiritually mature have developed a solid faith foundation, 

grounded in the knowledge of Scripture in its entirety, which they intentionally integrate into every aspect of their lives. This is primarily exhibited in Christ-like 

character (or the fruit of the Spirit), and the regular practice of spiritual disciplines including prayer, Bible study, corporate and personal worship, stewardship, 

and service. The Foundational Core Curriculum will provide students with the skills by which they are able to formulate and support a personal, growing, 

evangelical, orthodox Christian faith.  
 

Outcomes  

1. Students will articulate the biblical foundations of their faith and explain how they impact daily life.  

2. Students will practice biblical principles of a growing Christian faith as evidenced by spiritual disciplines.  

3. Students will express the philosophical and theological arguments which shaped the doctrinal understandings of the Christian faith.  

4. Students will assess cultural values and practices in the light of biblical theology to influence culture for the Kingdom of God.    

 

 

 

 

 

The Foundational Core Curriculum is a course of study that engages students in learning beyond their chosen specializations, thus inviting them to anchor their 

learning in the broader context of the many fields of human knowledge and endeavor.  The goal is to help form students into people who express the fullness of 

what God intended in us, to help students grow in wisdom and in right relationship with God, others, self, and creation.  

 

Scripture Engagement courses aim to expand student understanding of the Biblical anchoring of Taylor University’s Christ-centered approach to liberal arts 

education.  Students are introduced to the study of the Bible, Scripture Engagement practices, historical and theological foundations of Christian belief, and faithful 

engagement with contemporary culture. 

 

In Stewardship of the Body courses, students are challenged to grow in their understanding and practice of what it means to flourish as a whole person—body 

and soul.  Students learn what it means to participate in the restoration of our bodies, and in the process, come to an expanded understanding of what it means 

to be healthy, to be made whole.  Founded on Biblical principles and scientific evidence, these courses explore the connections between physical movement, life 

outlook, eating wisely, and relationships with others, and students are guided in their behavior patterns and pointed toward proper stewardship of the body. 

 

In Aesthetic Literacy courses, students grow in their understanding of God as creator and the source of beauty.  By learning about artists across time and 

cultures who have expressed truth, goodness, and beauty through artistic endeavors, students come to understand the arts as a means of revelation and knowing 

beyond human reason and to see the image of God in the human ability to create.  

 

The Speaking course helps students learn the power of words, the responsibility of listening, and both the opportunities and responsibilities of engaging with 

others interpersonally and publicly as followers of Christ.  Students learn to create oral and written messages appropriate to the audience, purpose, and context.  

Their work helps them grow in their communicative goals, demonstrating honor toward others and confidence in their own identity and voice. 

 

In their History courses, students grow in wisdom by learning from the generations that have preceded them on earth.  They begin to see that a twenty-first 

century American setting exists only as part of a larger context.  With eyes of faith, they learn to discern what they want to admire from the past and what they 

want to reject. 

 

In Mathematics courses, students use rigorous reasoning to solve difficult problems and learn how to make wise decisions as informed citizens.  They learn to 

capitalize on the central role of mathematics in a digital age, to minister to a world in need.  They come to understand that mathematics requires effective 

communication and strong community.  They learn to use mathematics to seek God’s truth, to steward God’s kingdom, and to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

In Writing and Literature courses, students learn the power of the written word to reveal insights into the nature of God and the creation.  Students encounter 

literary voices and visions from a variety of historical periods and geographic places and connect with and inhabit significant pieces of poetry, prose, and drama.  

In doing so, students expand their empathy with others and their knowledge of literary art and craft as they consider theological exploration, historical context, 

psychological and philosophical speculation, and personal expression.  Students also produce their own analytical and reflective writing in these courses, thus 

developing their scholarly and personal voices. 

 

In the Computation courses, students develop skills in problem solving and systematic thinking.  They leverage computational tools to solve real-world 

information problems in any field.  They learn how technology can be used to do God's work in His world, discussing the ethical implications around how that 

same technology shapes our culture and studying the theological implications of Christians living in a technology-saturated society. 

 

In the Natural Sciences courses, students grow in their understanding of the inner workings of God’s Creation.  Students learn the underlying mechanisms that 

God uses to sustain the universe and how they can employ these mechanisms to steward the Creation.  In the process, they catch a glimpse into the creativity 

and majesty of our God, growing in humility and reverence for the One who made it all. 

 

In the Social Sciences courses, students grow in their understanding of people and social realities (e.g., communities, organizations, culture, political systems, 

societies) as a creation of God and the place we are called to serve Him.  With a focus on both our calling within the larger society and ourselves as beings created 

by God, the social sciences provide a way to frame scientific understandings of social reality within Biblical calling. 

 

 

  

1This framework was developed by Dr. Milo Rediger and further articulated by former Taylor presidents David Gyertson and Eugene Habecker. 
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Scripture Engagement 

Taylor University’s Scripture Engagement minor consists of the six scripture engagement courses required by the Foundational Core Curriculum.  

This minor is required for all students.  Any exception would require the approval of the Dean.  

Scripture Engagement Minor 

A minor in Scripture Engagement includes 17 hours and is required for all students.  All minor courses must be completed with a grade of C- or better and 

are included in the minor GPA. 

Minor Requirements 
IAS 110  4  Foundations of the Christian Liberal Arts 

BIB 110  3 Biblical Literature I 

BIB 210  3 Biblical Literature II 

REL 313  3 Historic Christian Belief 

PHI 413  3 Contemporary Christian Belief 

IAS 495  1 Senior Seminar 
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