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The Physician Assistant Studies Program is a 27-month professional program consisting of |12 credit hours, including four semesters of didactic learning on
campus followed by one year of supervised clinical practice experiences (clinical rotations) intended to develop competent servant-leaders who deliver
compassionate whole-person healthcare from a Christ-centered focus.

Admission into the Taylor University PA Program requires an undergraduate degree and prerequisite courses in the sciences. Most prospective PA students will
pursue a science-based bachelor's degree; however, any undergraduate major is acceptable if the prerequisites are completed. The PA Program will select a class
of 40 students per cohort. The PA Program utilizes the Central Application System for Physician Assistants (CASPA) for all program applications. The PA
Program uses a holistic application review process with focus on a candidate’s service experience, leadership experience, recommendation letters, CASPA essay
responses, and healthcare experience hours. Entry into the PA (MSPAS) program is a very competitive process and requires an invitation following an extensive
interview process. Competitive candidates will often exceed the minimum requirements.

Founded on scientific principles and guided by biblical truths, the PA Program will develop competent and committed servant-leaders who provide whole-person
healthcare in the communities they serve. As a reflection of the importance of whole-person care, the program will include a targeted focus on Lifestyle Medicine
throughout our curriculum. We believe the greatest example of a faithful servant-leader exemplifying whole-person care is Jesus Christ. His heart will drive our
program and be the standard for all we seek to accomplish. We seek to matriculate, educate, and graduate students who not only embrace academic excellence
but also value community service and lifelong learning and professional growth. Our faculty have been prayerfully chosen to provide our students with educational
expertise as well as spiritual guidance and support. Your journey and transformation from PA student to a successful, practicing healthcare provider is our
priority.

Additional  requirements and program details are included in the Physician Assistant Studies Program  Student Handbook:
https://www.taylor.edu/_docs/academics/degrees/physician-assistant-studies/pa-student-handbook.pdf

For more information on the PA Program, please visit our website: https://www.taylor.edu/academics/degrees/physician-assistant/.

Physician Assistant Studies (MS)

The Master of Science degree in Physician Assistant Studies requires | 12 credit hours and a minimum of 10 hours of service.

Didactic Requirements Clinical Requirements

PAS 504 5 Clinical Anatomy PAS 610 4 Behavioral Medicine Supervised Clinical Practice Experience
PAS 508 6 Clinical Physiology and Pathophysiology PAS 615 2 Core Content |

PAS 512 2 PA Roles and Responsibilities PAS 620 4 Emergency Medicine Supervised Clinical Practice Experience
PAS 516 2 Christ-Centered Care PAS 625 | Core Content Il

PAS 520 2 Introduction to Pharmacology PAS 630 4 Family Medicine Supervised Clinical Practice Experience
PAS 524 | Ultrasound, Review, and Renew PAS 635 | Core Content Il

PAS 528 4 Diagnostic Studies and Medical Imaging PAS 640 4 Internal Medicine Supervised Clinical Practice Experience
PAS 532 5 Clinical Medicine and Pharmacotherapeutics | PAS 650 4 Pediatrics Supervised Clinical Practice Experience

PAS 536 3 History and Physical Exam | PAS 660 4 Surgery Supervised Clinical Practice Experience

PAS 540 3 Interpreting the Medical Literature and EBM PAS 670 4 Women’s Health Supervised Clinical Practice Experience
PAS 544 2 Lifestyle Medicine | PAS 680 4 Elective | Supervised Clinical Practice Experience

PAS 552 | Medical Decision-Making | PAS 690 4 Elective Il Supervised Clinical Practice Experience

PAS 554 5 Clinical Medicine and Pharmacotherapeutics Il PAS 695 [ Capstone Project/Summative

PAS 558 3 History and Physical Exam Il

PAS 562 3 Social and Behavioral Medicine

PAS 566 2 Lifestyle Medicine Il

PAS 568 2 Pediatrics

PAS 574 | Medical Decision-Making Il

PAS 578 5 Clinical Medicine and Pharmacotherapeutics Il

PAS 582 3 Acute Care

PAS 586 4 Clinical and Technical Skills

PAS 590 2 Lifestyle Medicine Il

PAS 595 | Medical Decision-Making Ill

PAS 598 2 Medical Ethics and Issues in Professional Practice

PAS 600 2 Formative Experience

Physician Assistant Studies Courses

PAS 504 Clinical Anatomy 5 hours PAS 512 PA Roles and Responsibilities 2 hours
This course will introduce foundational concepts, structure, and function of the This course covers various aspects of the Physician Assistant’s role within healthcare
human body. Students will have the opportunity to learn through didactic lecture, systems. It includes the profession's historical background, scope of practice,
interactive anatomy learning modalities, and demonstration. This course will run collaboration with physicians, state practice laws, and effective techniques for
concurrently with physiology and pathophysiology to provide a better interprofessional practice.

understanding of the structures of the body and how the systems work together. PAS 516 Christ-Centered Care 2 hours

Additionally, there will be a focus on clinical application of anatomy throughout

the course. This course is designed to prepare students to integrate principles of Christian faith with

the practice of medicine, emphasizing compassionate and holistic patient care within the
context of Christian values and ethics. This course aims to equip students provide care
to patients of diverse backgrounds while incorporating spiritual care and ethical
considerations rooted in Christian principles.

PAS 508 Clinical Physiology and Pathophysiology 6 hours
This course covers foundational, systems-based physiology and regulatory
mechanisms. Healthy state function as well as maintenance of homeostasis will be

explored. Content progression will start from the cellular level and advance PAS 520 Introduction to Pharmacology 2 hours

towards understanding the functioning of entire organ systems as they relate to This course introduces the basic principles of pharmacokinetics and pharmacodynamics,
the whole person. Additionally, this course will examine common pathological drug mechanisms and interactions, classes of medications, and drug administration.
conditions and their secondary effects. Through a combination of didactic instruction, case-based learning, and interactive

discussions, students will develop the knowledge, skills, and competencies necessary to
safely and effectively manage medications as part of patient care.
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PAS 524 Ultrasound, Review, and Renew I hour

This course is a combination of learning new material in ultrasound and utilizing what
was learned in anatomy, pharmacology, physiology and pathophysiology. Students will
be introduced to the basics of ultrasound. The ultrasound section will include lectures

and hands-on application opportunities.  This course will also include an
interprofessional educational activity required for all students.
PAS 528 Diagnostic Studies and Medical Imaging 4 hours

This course introduces diagnostic studies and medical imaging techniques commonly
utilized in clinical practice. Through this course students will learn the basics of
diagnostic testing, how to interpret findings, and the basis of selection of which studies
and imaging are best for diagnosing patients based on patient findings. Through a
combination of didactic lectures, hands-on laboratory sessions, and clinical case
discussions, students will gain the necessary knowledge and skills to effectively
interpret and apply various diagnostic modalities in patient care.

PAS 532 Clinical Medicine and Pharmacotherapeutics | 5 hours

The first course of a three-part series will focus primarily on pulmonology, cardiology,
infectious disease, and dermatology. Each discussion on these topics will include a
similar configuration including coverage of the disease-specific etiology, epidemiology,
clinical manifestations, diagnosis, differential diagnosis, treatment, and prognostic
factors. Disease process discussions will also be presented in conjunction with
therapeutic options. Therapeutic characteristics will build upon principles discussed
in the Introduction to Pharmacology.

PAS 536 History and Physical Exam | 3 hours

This course introduces the foundations of medical interviewing, history taking, physical
exam, and proper documentation of the patient encounter. This includes an
introduction to the head-to-toe physical exam and special tests for different focused
examinations. Additionally, students will learn how to communicate effectively and
empathetically with different patient populations, how to approach patient counseling,
and how to communicate with supervisors and colleagues. Emphasis is placed on
proper technique, efficiency, and patient sensitivity.

PAS 540 Interpreting the Medical Literature and EBM 3 hours

This course is designed to equip students with the skills necessary to critically evaluate
and interpret medical literature and apply evidence-based medicine (EBM) principles in
clinical practice. Through a combination of lectures, discussions, and practical
exercises, students will learn how to evaluate research studies, understand statistical
methods, and integrate evidence into clinical decision-making processes.

PAS 544 Lifestyle Medicine | 2 hours

The Lifestyle Medicine courses are designed to equip students with the knowledge and
skills necessary to approach patients from a perspective of promoting healthy lifestyle
behaviors and preventing chronic diseases through evidence-based interventions. This
course emphasizes the importance of lifestyle factors, such as nutrition, physical
activity, stress management, sleep hygiene, avoidance of risky substances, and positive
social connections in optimizing patient health and well-being. Through a combination
of didactic lectures, case-based discussions, experiential learning activities, and
practical skill-building exercises, students will learn to integrate lifestyle medicine
principles into clinical practice to address the root causes of disease and improve
patient outcomes.

PAS 566 Lifestyle Medicine Il 2 hours

The Lifestyle Medicine courses are designed to equip students with the knowledge and
skills necessary to approach patients from a perspective of promoting healthy lifestyle
behaviors and preventing chronic diseases through evidence-based interventions. This
course emphasizes the importance of lifestyle factors, such as nutrition, physical
activity, stress management, sleep hygiene, avoidance of risky substances, and positive
social connections in optimizing patient health and well-being. Through a combination
of didactic lectures, case-based discussions, experiential learning activities, and
practical skill-building exercises, students will learn to integrate lifestyle medicine
principles into clinical practice to address the root causes of disease and improve
patient outcomes.

PAS 590 Lifestyle Medicine 11l 2 hours

The Lifestyle Medicine courses are designed to equip students with the knowledge and
skills necessary to approach patients from a perspective of promoting healthy lifestyle
behaviors and preventing chronic diseases through evidence-based interventions. This
course emphasizes the importance of lifestyle factors, such as nutrition, physical
activity, stress management, sleep hygiene, avoidance of risky substances, and positive
social connections in optimizing patient health and well-being. Through a combination
of didactic lectures, case-based discussions, experiential learning activities, and
practical skill-building exercises, students will learn to integrate lifestyle medicine
principles into clinical practice to address the root causes of disease and improve
patient outcomes.

PAS 552 Medical Decision-Making | I hour
This is the first course of a three-part series that will utilize problem-based learning
techniques to facilitate the application of previously covered topics into clinical
scenarios. This course will parallel Clinical Medicine and Pharmacotherapeutics I. This
application-type course will utilize a team approach and will foster the dynamic
decision-making process of clinical practice as it relates to a patient encounter.
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PAS 554 Clinical Medicine and Pharmacotherapeutics Il 5 hours

This is the second course of a three-part series. This course will focus primarily on the
following systems: gastrointestinal, genitourinary, reproductive, endocrine, and renal.
Course content will include a similar configuration including coverage of the disease-
specific etiology, epidemiology, clinical features, diagnosis, treatment, and prognostic
factors. Disease process discussions will also be presented in conjunction with
therapeutic options. Therapeutic characteristics will build upon principles discussed in
the prior term Pharmacology course.

PAS 558 History and Physical Exam Il 3 hours

This course is a continuation of History and Physical Exam . This course will include
more detailed exams and refinement of the skills acquired in History and Physical Exam I,
with an emphasis on the application of the material learned in the first course. This
includes a focus on various age groups, different clinical settings, and levels of care.
Advanced communication with patients related to more complex and difficult topics is
addressed, including approaching sensitive topics, death and dying, culture-sensitive
situations, and addressing extreme age groups.

PAS 562 Social and Behavioral Medicine 3 hours

This course is designed to provide comprehensive education and training in the
assessment, diagnosis, treatment, and management of mental health conditions commonly
encountered in clinical practice. Students will also learn how to effectively integrate
principles of social and behavioral medicine into clinical practice to address the diverse
needs of patients across the lifespan. Through a combination of lectures, case studies,
clinical simulations, and practical experiences, students will develop the knowledge and
skills necessary to deliver competent and compassionate care to individuals with mental
health concerns. Students will also gain a deeper appreciation of social determinants of
health and their impact on patient outcomes as well as cultural sensitivity.

PAS 568 Pediatrics 2 hours

This course will focus on beginning-of-life care issues. This is a special population that has
unique physiological, developmental, and psychosocial aspects of care important to
recognize in any specialty of medicine. Areas highlighted in this course are congenital
disorders, genetic disorders, normal aging, and milestones. This population requires
effective communication with patients and family members while discussing sensitive
topics.

PAS 574 Medical Decision-Making Il I hour

This is the second course of a three-part series that will utilize problem-based learning
techniques to facilitate the application of previously covered topics into clinical scenarios.
This course will parallel Clinical Medicine and Pharmacotherapeutics Il. This application-
type course will utilize a team approach and will foster the dynamic decision-making
process of clinical practice as it relates to a patient encounter.

PAS 578 Clinical Medicine and Pharmacotherapeutics 1l 5 hours

This is the final course of a three-part series. This course will focus primarily on the
following systems: hematologic, musculoskeletal, and neurologic. Also covered will be
eyes, ears, nose, throat, and oncology. Course content will include a similar configuration
including coverage of the disease-specific etiology, epidemiology, clinical features,
diagnosis, treatment, and prognostic factors. Disease process discussions will also be
presented in conjunction with therapeutic options. Therapeutic characteristics will build
upon principles discussed in Introduction to Pharmacology. This course will explore
specific drug interactions, pharmacokinetics, pharmacodynamics, and adverse effects.

PAS 582 Acute Care 3 hours

This course emphasizes the assessment, diagnosis, management, and treatment of acute
ilinesses and injuries commonly encountered in clinical practice. This will build on prior
clinical knowledge as this course will discuss more complex management, decision making,
and management within the acute care setting. Students will learn the differences between
emergency and acute illnesses versus chronic and non-emergent conditions.

PAS 586 Clinical and Technical Skills 4 hours

This course introduces the foundational clinical and technical skills necessary for
competent and compassionate medical care. A variety of common primary care
procedures and skills are presented through lectures, simulations, and hands-on practice
sessions. Students will become proficient in a wide range of clinical procedures and
technical tasks essential for successful practice in various healthcare settings.

PAS 595 Medical Decision-Making Ill I hour

This is the final course of a three-part series that will utilize problem-based learning
techniques to facilitate the application of previously covered topics into clinical scenarios.
This course will parallel Clinical Medicine and Pharmacotherapeutics lIl. This application-type
course will utilize a team approach and will foster the dynamic decision-making process of
clinical practice as it relates to a patient encounter.

PAS 598 Medical Ethics and Issues in Professional Practice 2 hours

This course will explore common ethical issues in clinical practice. It will provide a
platform to apply Biblically founded critical thinking skills to challenging ethical situations.
There will be opportunities to debate and disagree with civility. Opposing viewpoints will
be discussed and considered. Also, there will be activities designed to highlight every
person’s dignity and value even if they hold a different ethical perspective.



PAS 600 Formative Experience 2 hours
This course is designed to assess the student’s progression in meeting program
competencies and preparedness to enter clinical rotations. Students will be assessed
(P/F) on all program competencies through knowledge tests, OSCEs, and skill stations.
Students must demonstrate a minimum competency in all domains to pass the course;
however, the primary focus is to identify each student’s areas of strength and weakness
to allow remediation activities to occur prior to entering the clinical phase of the
program. Additionally, this course will include clinical year orientation activities and
preparation for entering the clinical rotation phase of the program. Pass/fail only.

PAS 615 Core Content | 2 hours

The Core Content course is designed as a longitudinal course to be delivered over
the course of 3 semesters during the clinical phase of the PA Program. The in-
person delivery of the course is conducted during scheduled end-of-rotation days
on campus with some components delivered virtually. The material in these
courses will be delivered by a variety of lecturers and activities throughout the year.
Over the course of the clinical year, instructors and guest lecturers will deliver
topics relevant to clinical medicine, professional practice, and PANCE preparation.
In addition, course content will be directed to ensure students maintain proficiency
in skills and core medical knowledge during the clinical year, given the variety of
experiences that will be encountered by students during clinical rotations in an
array of settings and disciplines. A variety of topics will be covered. Content will
also be offered to provide the student with an introduction to guide their entry
into professional practice and current trends of the PA profession. This may
include, but is not limited to topics such as networking, interview techniques,
resume development, contract negotiation, certification, and prescriptive practice.

PAS 625 Core Content Il | hour

The Core Content course is designed as a longitudinal course to be delivered over
the course of 3 semesters during the clinical phase of the PA Program. The in-
person delivery of the course is conducted during scheduled end-of-rotation days
on campus with some components delivered virtually. The material in these
courses will be delivered by a variety of lecturers and activities throughout the year.
Over the course of the clinical year, instructors and guest lecturers will deliver
topics relevant to clinical medicine, professional practice, and PANCE preparation.
In addition, course content will be directed to ensure students maintain proficiency
in skills and core medical knowledge during the clinical year, given the variety of
experiences that will be encountered by students during clinical rotations in an
array of settings and disciplines. A variety of topics will be covered. Content will
also be offered to provide the student with an introduction to guide their entry
into professional practice and current trends of the PA profession. This may
include, but is not limited to topics such as networking, interview techniques,
resume development, contract negotiation, certification, and prescriptive practice.

PAS 635 Core Content Il | hour

The Core Content course is designed as a longitudinal course to be delivered over
the course of 3 semesters during the clinical phase of the PA Program. The in-
person delivery of the course is conducted during scheduled end-of-rotation days
on campus with some components delivered virtually. The material in these
courses will be delivered by a variety of lecturers and activities throughout the year.
Over the course of the clinical year, instructors and guest lecturers will deliver
topics relevant to clinical medicine, professional practice, and PANCE preparation.
In addition, course content will be directed to ensure students maintain proficiency
in skills and core medical knowledge during the clinical year, given the variety of
experiences that will be encountered by students during clinical rotations in an
array of settings and disciplines. A variety of topics will be covered. Content will
also be offered to provide the student with an introduction to guide their entry
into professional practice and current trends of the PA profession. This may
include, but is not limited to topics such as networking, interview techniques,
resume development, contract negotiation, certification, and prescriptive practice.

PAS 610 Behavioral Medicine Supervised Clinical Practice Experience

4 hours
The Supervised Clinical Practice Experience (SCPE) in Mental Health is designed to
provide hands-on training and experiential learning opportunities in the assessment,
diagnosis, treatment, and management of mental health disorders, psychosocial
factors, and behavioral health concerns. Under the guidance of experienced
preceptors, students will engage in clinical rotations within diverse mental health
settings to develop the knowledge, skills, and competencies necessary to deliver
high-quality care to individuals with psychiatric and behavioral health needs.

PAS 620 Emergency Medicine Supervised Clinical Practice Experience

4 hours
The Emergency Medicine Supervised Clinical Practice Experience (SCPE) is
designed to provide students with intensive training and supervised clinical
exposure in the fast-paced and dynamic environment of emergency medicine.
Through immersive clinical experiences in emergency departments (ED) and urgent
care settings, students will develop proficiency in the assessment, stabilization, and
management of a wide range of acute and emergent medical conditions. Under the
guidance of experienced emergency medicine preceptors, students will refine their
clinical skills, enhance their diagnostic reasoning abilities, and strengthen their
communication and teamwork skills.
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PAS 630 Family Medicine Supervised Clinical Practice Experience 4 hours
The Family Medicine Supervised Clinical Practice Experience (SCPE) is designed to provide
students with hands-on training and supervised clinical exposure in the primary care
setting. Through immersion in a family medicine practice, students will gain practical
experience in diagnosing, managing, and preventing a wide range of acute and chronic
health conditions across the lifespan. Under the guidance of experienced preceptors,
students will develop essential clinical skills, enhance their diagnostic reasoning abilities,
and refine their patient communication and management skills.

PAS 640 Internal Medicine Supervised Clinical Practice Experience 4 hours

The Internal Medicine Supervised Clinical Practice Experience (SCPE) is designed to
provide students with hands-on training and supervised clinical exposure in the field of
internal medicine. Through immersive clinical experiences in inpatient and outpatient
settings, students will develop proficiency in diagnosing, managing, and preventing a wide
range of acute and chronic medical conditions encountered in adult patients. Under the
guidance of experienced preceptors, students will refine their clinical skills, enhance their
diagnostic reasoning abilities, and strengthen their communication and collaboration skills.

PAS 650 Pediatrics Supervised Clinical Practice Experience 4 hours
The Pediatrics Supervised Clinical Practice Experience (SCPE) is designed to provide
students with practical training and supervised clinical exposure in the field of pediatric
medicine.  Through hands-on experiences in various pediatric healthcare settings,
students will develop proficiency in assessing, diagnosing, and managing common pediatric
conditions in prenatal, infant, child, and adolescent patients. Under the guidance of
experienced preceptors, students will refine their clinical skills, enhance their pediatric-
specific knowledge base, and strengthen their communication and collaboration skills
within a pediatric healthcare team.

PAS 660 Surgery Supervised Clinical Practice Experience 4 hours
The Surgery Supervised Clinical Practice Experience (SCPE) is designed to provide
physician assistant students with specialized training and supervised clinical exposure in
surgical specialties. Through immersive clinical experiences in operating rooms,
outpatient clinics, and inpatient settings, students will develop proficiency in assisting in
surgical procedures, managing preoperative and postoperative care, and collaborating
within multidisciplinary surgical teams. Under the guidance of experienced surgical
preceptors, students will refine their clinical skills, enhance their diagnostic reasoning
abilities, and strengthen their communication and collaboration skills.

PAS 670 Women’s Health Supervised Clinical Practice Experience 4 hours
The Women's Health Supervised Clinical Practice Experience (SCPE) is designed to
provide students with specialized training and supervised clinical exposure in the field of
women's health. Through immersive clinical experiences in both outpatient and inpatient
settings, students will develop proficiency in providing comprehensive care to women
across the lifespan, addressing a wide range of gynecological, obstetric, and reproductive
health needs. Under the guidance of experienced preceptors, students will refine their
clinical skills, enhance their diagnostic reasoning abilities, and strengthen their
communication and collaboration skills.

PAS 680 Elective | Supervised Clinical Practice Experience 4 hours
The Elective Supervised Clinical Practice Experience (SCPE) offers physician assistant
students the opportunity to tailor their clinical training to their individual interests, career
goals, and professional development needs. This elective rotation allows students to gain
hands-on experience in a specialized area of medicine or healthcare practice under the
supervision and mentorship of experienced preceptors. Through immersion in the
elective setting, students will deepen their clinical knowledge, refine their procedural
skills, and explore advanced topics in their chosen specialty.

PAS 690 Elective Il Supervised Clinical Practice Experience 4 hours
The Elective Supervised Clinical Practice Experience (SCPE) offers physician assistant
students the opportunity to tailor their clinical training to their individual interests, career
goals, and professional development needs. This elective rotation allows students to gain
hands-on experience in a specialized area of medicine or healthcare practice under the
supervision and mentorship of experienced preceptors. Through immersion in the
elective setting, students will deepen their clinical knowledge, refine their procedural
skills, and explore advanced topics in their chosen specialty.

PAS 695 Capstone Project/Summative I hour
This course is designed to assess the student’s progression in meeting program
competencies and preparedness to sit for the national board exam (PANCE) and enter
clinical practice. Students will be assessed (P/F) on all program competencies through
knowledge tests, OSCEs, and skill stations. Students must demonstrate a minimum
competency in all domains to pass the course. This course is an accreditation requirement
for program endorsement of students and must be passed to be eligible to sit for the
PANCE exam. This course will also mark the culmination of a longitudinal capstone
research project. Students will choose a topic of their choice in the first semester of the
program, with approval from a faculty member, and work with a faculty mentor to prepare
a paper or presentation. This is not intended to be original research, but can be a
literature review or in-depth research project on a topic relevant to clinical practice or
the field of healthcare. Projects will be presented in the last month of the program and
evaluated by peers and faculty. Pass/fail only.





