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Introduction Results Conclusions

Complete removal of natural vegetation is an obvious The data supported the hypothesis — floristic quality of the
consequence of agricultural development. But what happens older fields was indeed higher than that of younger fields.

when these fields are abandoned? Will they eventually return Species Richness over Time

to their former state or are they forever damaged? Because old fields improve in quality over time, there is value

in farmland that is abandoned due to loss of productivity or
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An abandoned field will undergo ecological succession, which Flgurg 2 thé.“ Spes RIS ez land use changes.
is a fancy term for aging. From the bare earth, annual and 45 Sdr I, (A1 f (I CPEVEEYS alieEmri iy
later perennial plants will grow. A fem_l years later, s_hrubs will w0 . ;?etlgglyoungest feide opsolheo ey FQA can be used to track improvement in these abandoned
grow among the herbaceous plants. Given another fifteen i o ) . fields, and to measure effectiveness of specific management
years, tree seedlings will slowly rise above the shrubs and 5 . At first adventive (i.e., non-native) species practices.
eventually shade out some species. This is the succession of richness was rising along with the total, but it

reached a peak around fifteen years. Natives
began to replace adventives, and by fifty
years very few adventives remained.

plant communities.
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