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Introduction

Located in Glen Rose, Texas, Fossil Rim Wildlife Center is a 1700
acre conservation-focused, free-roaming wild animal park- 1 of 5
certified by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums. Fossil Rim Is
home to over 65 species, 17 of which are endangered. As an
education intern my responsibilities included teaching camp
programs, giving tours, and assisting with fee-based programs
among other projects.
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Conclusions

This internship not only strengthened my leadership
ability, created lasting connections and was an amazing
adventure, but it also further implanted within me the
desire to be an educator. It is always a delight to see the
Jjoy and amazement on the face of a student who Is
beginning to grasp the intricacies that science has to offer
and | eagerly anticipate being able to instill such values

The Animals

The free-roaming environment of Fossil Rim allows
biologists to study the natural interactions of species within
large herds- a setting that other zoological facilities are unable
to provide. Although the carnivores are contained within pens,
even their homes allow them to feel comfortable enough to
breed In captivity. Fossil Ri1 mqQreatest success stories of
endangered species include their populations of cheetahs,
At t wapra@ie adhiskens, Addax and Addra gazelle.

As a tour guide, | gave three types of tours: family tours,
behind-the-scenes tours, and evening tours. Whether
visitors drive through the park in their own vehicle, or on a
tour, they are not allowed to leave their vehicle at any
time for their own safety. While driving through the park,
visitors are given the opportunity to feed the animals a
treat In the form of a pellet diet. Since most of the animals

My 6 month internship took place
between June 9th and December 9th 20009.
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Fig. 1. Fossil Rim Billboard

had the opportunity to pet a white rhinoceros and view
. rare species such as the red wolf, maned wolf or Fig. 5. a maned wolf
At t wapragie anisken.

”»™ Evening tours were accompanied by a fee-based
program called 6 Di s c aftee D & r ik @vhich visitors
: were taught about nocturnal adaptations. The evening
Camp at Wolf Rldge tours permitted visitors to view the crepuscular species
and also the native nocturnal species which would not
otherwise be seen.

Fig. 6. Bruce, a hand-raised cheetah
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Fig. 13. Feeding a black rhino

One of my main jobs at Fossil Rim was to assist the camp
coordinator at Wolf Ridge Camp. The camp was mostly
used for overnight camps with various ¢ hi1 | dgroeps 0 s
such as scouts or schools. This summer was also the first
time that Fossil Rim led summer camps where the
children stayed for 4 days and the staff served as
counselors, monitoring the children and staying in their
cabins with them. During each camp the children
participated in several different programs and also
received a tour of Fossil Rim. Our most popular
programs were about animal adaptations, veterinary
tranquilizer procedures, endangered animals, Native
American culture, Texas natural history, and natural dyes.
| quickly became adept at leading each program, allowing
me to interact with the children as they learned about the
world around them.
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Figure 2. Giving a tour
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=1 Fee-Based Programming

Fig. 9. Addax, an endangered species
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The fee-based programs only occurred a few times each Fig. 10. Earl, the begging red deer .” ’ ¥4 , l |
month; they included Discovery after Dark, fossil digs, f

and specific animal talks with tours. The area of Glen
Rose, Texas is rich in marine fossils and the small fossil " For further information
pit at Fossil Rim was set aside as an area where visitors ‘

could learn about fossils and find some of their own. The ,
Discovery after Dark program offered visitors a chance
to learn about the nocturnal adaptations of several of
Fossil R1 mansnals and even search for these animals
on a night tour, using a spotlight. During the evening
tour | usually worked the spotlight- searching the area
for bright, shining eyes and identifying the animal behind
the eyes for the guests on the tour.

Please contact katie@hunholz.com. More information on
this and related projects can be obtained at
www.fossilrim.orq.

Fig. 4. my cabin during summer camp session 3

Fig. 12. Sable antelope mother with baby

Fig. 11. Kathy and 2 month old Shiner
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http://www.fossilrim.org/

